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Abstract

(C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAsO4)1.02(HPO4)0.98(AsO4)0.88(PO4)0.12F5] has been synthesized by using mild hydrothermal conditions under

autogeneous pressure. The crystal structure was solved from X-ray single crystal data. The compound crystallizes in the monoclinic P21/c

space group. The unit cell parameters are a ¼ 8:270ð7Þ, b ¼ 22:028ð3Þ, c ¼ 10:736ð2Þ Å, b ¼ 99:79ð2Þ1 with Z ¼ 4. The crystal structure is

formed from [Fe3(HAsO4)1.02(HPO4)0.98(AsO4)0.88(PO4)0.12F5]
3� sheets with the piperazinium cations located in the interlayer space,

compensating the anionic charge and establishing hydrogen bonds. The IR and Raman spectroscopies confirm the existence of both the

arsenate/hydrogenarsenate and phosphate/hydrogenphosphate oxoanions and the presence of the piperazinium dication. The reflectance

diffuse spectrum is in good agreement with the existence of iron(III) high spin cations in slightly distorted octahedral geometry. The

values of the Dq and Racah parameters are Dq ¼ 1005, B ¼ 1020 and C ¼ 2725 cm�1. The ESR spectroscopy shows the presence of

ferromagnetic resonance. The g-value shifts from 1.99(1) in the 300–15K range to 3.11(1) at lower temperatures. Magnetic measurements

indicate the presence of a ferrimagnetic behavior with the existence of a weak hysteresis loop at 5K.

r 2006 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

The world of crystalline porous materials has long been
dominated by aluminosilicates zeolites, which are used
widely in catalysis, separations, and ion-exchange processes
[1]. In the last years, the mild hydrothermal synthesis of
organically templated transition metal by using organic
diamines as structure-directing agents is a subject of intense
research because of their interesting structural chemistry
and potential applications [2]. Besides, the addition of
fluorhydric acid in the synthesis medium indicates that the
fluorine ions act as good mineralizadors leading to new
structural types including the fluorine to the inorganic
e front matter r 2006 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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framework [3]. The most important examples were the
cloverite [3b] and the ULM-n family (no20) [4].
The incorporation of transition elements to the organi-

cally templated open-framework phosphated systems is
particularly fascinating due to the possibility of the
variation in the coordination environment around the
metal ion, as well as, the possibility of observing interesting
magnetic properties [5]. In the last years, a large number of
transition metal phosphates with open architectures have
been synthesized [6]. Among these, a number of works
dealing with organically templated iron phosphates, such
as those published by Ferey and co-workers have evidenced
a rich structural chemistry in this system [5a,5b,6a,7].
Furthermore, open-framework phosphates with paramag-
netic cations such as cobalt(II), manganese(II), nickel(II),
and vanadium(III,IV) have been also recently synthesized
and studied [5c,6c,6d,8,9].

www.elsevier.com/locate/jssc


ARTICLE IN PRESS
B. Bazán et al. / Journal of Solid State Chemistry 179 (2006) 1459–14681460
Arsenates are also interesting anions in comparison with
phosphates to be used in the attainment of compounds
with occluding organic amines. The synthesis conditions
for arsenates are analogous to those for phosphates;
however, little work has been carried out on the arsenates
compared to the phosphates and in the solid solutions
formed by these two oxoanions. To date only several
arsenates of gallium(III), molybdenum(IV), vanadium(III),
and iron(III) have been reported in the literature [10]. On
the other hand, in the solid solution Li3Fe2(AsO4)1�x

(PO4)x [x ¼ 0, 1, 1.5, 2], that exhibits a ferromagnetic
behavior, a significant decrease of the Néel temperature
with increasing degree of arsenate–phosphate substitution
has been observed [11]. This work deals with the synthesis,
by using piperazine as template molecule, of (C4H12N2)1.5
[Fe3(HAsO4)1.02(HPO4)0.98(AsO4)0.88(PO4)0.12F5]. The crys-
tal structure of this new mixed anion arsenate–
phosphate fluorinated compound is reported. The thermal,
spectroscopic and magnetic properties of this phase are
discussed.

2. Experimental section

2.1. Synthesis and characterization

(C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAsO4)0.47(HPO4)1.53(AsO4)0.67(PO4)0.33
F5] (1), (C4H12N2)1.5 [Fe3(HAsO4)1.02(HPO4)0.98(AsO4)0.88
(PO4)0.12F5] (2), and (C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAsO4)1.64(HPO4)0.36
(AsO4)0.97(PO4)0.03F5] (3) were synthesized by mild-hydro-
thermal reaction under autogeneous pressure. The starting
reagents were FeCl3 � 6H2O (0.37mmol), As2O5 [2.775;
1.85; 0.925mmol for (1), (2) and (3), respectively], H3(PO4)
[0.925; 1.85 and 0.925mmol for (1), (2) and (3), respec-
tively], HF (57.5mmol) and piperazine (8.85mmol) in ca.
30mL of water with an initial pH of 1.5. These reaction
mixtures were stirred up to homogeneity, sealed in a PTFE-
lined stainless steel pressure vessel (fill factor 75%) and
heated at 170 1C for 5 days. The pH did not show any
appreciable change during the reaction. Prismatic single-
crystals with pink color were obtained in all cases, which
were filtered off, washed with water and acetone, and dried
over P2O5 for 2 h. Additionally, they were synthesized,
using the same procedure, two phases, in which the crystal
structure was not resolved from single-crystal X-ray
diffraction data, and corresponds to the (C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3
(HAsO4)2�x(HPO4)x(AsO4)1�y(PO4)yF5] general formula
with an As:P ratio of 35:65 and 15:85.

The (C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HPO4)2(PO4)F5] (4) compound
cannot be obtained using similar chemical conditions to
those applied to obtain the mixed arsenate–phosphate
compounds. So, these synthesized phases form a finite solid
solution in which the higher limit is, approximately, 50%/
60% of phosphate/hydrogenphosphate oxoanions.

Chemical analysis by inductively coupled plasma atomic
emission spectroscopy (ICP-AES), performed with an ARL
Fisons 3410 spectrometer, was used to confirm the amount
of the iron, arsenic, and phosphorus elements. C, H, N-
elemental analysis was carried out with a Perkin–Elmer
Model 240 automatic analyzer. Fluorine content was
determined by using a selective electrode. Found: Fe,
22.3; As, 11.4; P, 7.6; C, 9.6; N, 5.4; H, 3.7; F, 12.5.
(C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAsO4)0.47(HPO4)1.53(AsO4)0.67(PO4)0.33
F5] (1) requires Fe, 22.6; As, 11.5; P, 7.8; C, 9.7; N, 5.7; H,
3.9; F, 12.8. Found: Fe, 23.9; As, 20.2; P, 4.1; C, 10.0; N,
5.7; H, 2.6; F, 13.1. (C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAsO4)1.02(HPO4)0.98
(AsO4)0.88(PO4)0.12F5] (2) requires Fe, 24.4; As, 20.8; P, 4.9;
C, 10.5; N, 6.1; H, 2.9; F, 13.8. Found: Fe, 20.5; As, 24.1;
P, 1.3; C, 8.6; N, 5.1; H, 3.4; F, 11.6. (C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3
(HAsO4)1.64(HPO4)0.36(AsO4)0.97(PO4)0.03F5] (3) requires
Fe, 20.8; As, 24.3; P, 1.5; C, 8.9; N, 5.2; H, 3.6; F, 11.8.
The densities, measured by flotation in a mixture of
CHBr3/CHCl3, are 2.19(1), 2.32(2) and 2.50(2) g cm�3, for
(1), (2) and (3), respectively.
The X-ray powder diffraction patterns of these com-

pounds are shown in Fig. 1. They are in good agreement
with the calculated diffractograms based on the results
from single-crystal X-ray diffraction, indicating the ex-
istence of isoestructurality and pure phases with high
crystallinity.

2.2. Crystal structure resolution of (C4H12N2)1.5

[Fe3(HAsO4)1.02(HPO4)0.98(AsO4)0.88(PO4)0.12F5]

A suitable single-crystal for (2) with dimensions
0.2� 0.1� 0.1 was carefully selected under a polarizing
microscope and mounted on a glass fiber. Intensities of the
diffraction data were measured at room temperature on an
Enraf-Nonius CAD4 automated diffractometer, using
graphite-monochromatized MoKa radiation. An Oxford
Diffraction XCALIBUR automated diffractometer was
used to collect the intensity data for (1) and (3) phases.
Crystallographic data for phase (2) are reported in Table 1.
Table 2 gives the unit-cell parameters obtained from the
structural resolution of the compounds (1), (2), (3) and (4).
A total of 4628 reflections were measured for (2) in the

1:851pyp27:481 range. A total of 4400 reflections were
independent (Rint. ¼ 0.028) and 3259 observed applying the
criterion I42sðIÞ. Correction for Lorentz and polarization
effects were done and also for absorption with the
empirical c scan method [12] by using the X-RAYACS
program [13]. Direct methods (SHELXS 97) [14] were
employed to solve the structure and refined by the full-
matrix least-squares procedure based on F2, using the
SHELXL 97 computer program [15] belonging to the
WINGX software package [16]. The scattering factors were
taken from Ref. [17]. The atomic coordinates and the
temperature factors of the arsenic and phosphorus atoms
belonging to the arsenate/hydrogen-arsenate and phos-
phate/hydrogen-phosphate anions in phase (2), respec-
tively, were refined together, and their occupancy factors
were constricted to sum one. The final occupancy factors
were 0.88/0.12, 0.38/0.62 and 0.64/0.36 for the As(1)/
P(1)O4, HOAs(2)/P(2)O3 and HOAs(3)/P(3)O3 tetrahedra,
respectively. In phase (1), the final refined occupancy
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Fig. 1. X-ray powder diffraction patterns of the synthesized compounds.

Table 1

Crystallographic data and details of the crystal structure refinement

Chemical formula (C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAs0.51P0.49O4)2
(As0.88P0.12O4)F5]

Formula weight (gmol�1) 765.18

a, Å 8.270(7)

b, Å 22.028(3)

c, Å 10.736(2)

b, deg. 99.79(2)

V, Å3 1927.3(2)

Z 4

Space group P21/c (no. 14)

T, 1C 293(2)

Radiation, l(MoKa), Å 0.71073

robsd., rcalcd., g cm
�3 2.32(2), 2.364

m (MoKa), mm�1 4.747

R [I42sðIÞ] R1 ¼ 0:033 wR2 ¼ 0:068
R [all data] R1 ¼ 0:072 wR2 ¼ 0:076
GOF 1.028

R1 ¼ ½SðjFoj � jF cjÞ�=SjFoj; wR2 ¼ ½S½wðjFoj
2 � jF cj

2Þ
2
�=S½wðjFoj

2Þ
2
�1=2;

w ¼ 1=½s2jFoj
2 þ ðxpÞ2 þ yp�; where p ¼ ½jFoj

2 þ 2jF cj
2�=3; x ¼ 0:0315,

y ¼ 1:7027.

Table 2

Unit-cell parameters obtained from single-crystal X-ray diffraction

resolution for compounds (1), (2), (3) and for (C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAsO4)2
(AsO4)F5] (4)

Compound (1) (2) (3) (4)

a (Å) 8.330(1) 8.270(7) 8.397(2) 8.357(1)

b (Å) 22.106(3) 22.028(3) 22.146(4) 21.942(6)

c (Å) 10.707(2) 10.736(2) 10.870(2) 10.828(3)

b (deg.) 99.54(1) 99.79(2) 96.63(2) 96.24(2)
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factors are 0.67/0.33, 0.15/0.85 and 0.33/0.67 for the As(1)/
P(1)O4, HOAs(2)/P(2)O3 and HOAs(3)/P(3)O3 tetrahedra,
respectively. For phase (3) the final occupancy factors are
0.97/0.03, 0.79/0.21 and 0.86/0.14 for As(1)/P(1)O4,
HOAs(2)/P(2)O3 and HOAs(3)/P(3)O3 tetrahedra, respec-
tively. All non-hydrogen atoms of compound (2) were
assigned anisotropic thermal parameters. The hydrogen
atoms of the hydrogen-arsenate/phosphate anions were
obtained from the Fourier maps and those of the
piperazinium dication were geometrically placed. For (2),
the final R factors (all data) were R1 ¼ 0:072
[wR2 ¼ 0:076]. Maximum and minimum peaks for (2) in
final difference synthesis were 0.716, �0.808 eÅ�3. The
final atomic coordinates and thermal parameters have been
deposited at the Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre
(CCDC 212102). The drawings of the crystal structure were
performed using ATOMS program [18]. Selected bond
distances for (2) are listed in Table 3.

2.3. Physical measurements

The IR spectrum (KBr pellets) was obtained with a
Nicolet FT-IR 740 spectrophotometer in the 400–
4000 cm�1 range. The Raman spectrum was recordered in
the 200–3000 cm�1 range, with a Nicolet 950FT spectro-
photometer equipped with a neodymium laser emitting at
1064 nm. The diffuse reflectance spectrum was registered at
room temperature on a Cary 2415 spectrometer in the
210–2000 nm range. A Bruker ESP 300 spectrometer was
used to record the EPR polycrystalline spectra from room
temperature to 4.2K. The temperature was stabilized by an
Oxford Instrument (ITC 4) regulator. The magnetic field
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Table 3

Selected bond distances (Å) (e.s.d. in parentheses)

Fe(1)O4F2 octahedron Fe(2)O3F3 octahedron Fe(3)O3F3 octahedron

Fe(1)–O(7) 1.955(3) Fe(2)–F(3) 1.928(3) Fe(3)–F(5) 1.867(3)

Fe(1)–O(4) 1.976(3) Fe(2)–O(1)ii 1.937(3) Fe(3)–O(9)ii 1.925(3)

Fe(1)–F(2) 1.986(3) Fe(2)–O(11) 1.953(3) Fe(3)–O(3) 1.961(3)

Fe(1)–O(5)i 1.991(3) Fe(2)–O(6) 1.974(3) Fe(3)–F(4)iii 2.010(2)

Fe(1)–O(10) 2.008(3) Fe(2)–F(2)ii 1.993(2) Fe(3)–O(2)iii 2.020(3)

Fe(1)–F(1) 2.011(2) Fe(2)–F(1) 2.041(2) Fe(3)–F(4) 2.073(3)

As/P(1)O4 tetrahedron HOAs/P(2)O3 tetrahedron HOAs/P(3)O3 tetrahedron

As/P(1)–O(4) 1.660(3) As/P(2)–O(6) 1.572(3) As/P(3)–O(10) 1.622(3)

As/P(1)–O(1) 1.668(3) As/P(2)–O(7) 1.584(3) As/P(3)–O(11) 1.636(3)

As/P(1)–O(2) 1.675(3) As/P(2)–O(5) 1.587(3) As/P(3)–O(9) 1.641(3)

As/P(1)–O(3) 1.681(3) As/P(2)–O(8) 1.609(3) As/P(3)–O(12) 1.683(3)

(C4H12N2)2+

N(1)–C(3) 1.486(7) N(1)–C(2) 1.499(7) N(2)–C(4) 1.487(6)

N(2)–C(1) 1.495(6) N(3)–C(5) 1.477(8) N(3)–C(6) 1.523(8)

C(1)–C(2) 1.499(7) C(3)–C(4) 1.508(7) C(5)–C(6)iv 1.466(7)

C(6)–C(5)iv 1.466(7)

Symmetry codes: i ¼ x;�yþ 3=2; z� 1=2; ii ¼ x;�yþ 3=2; zþ 1=2; iii ¼ �xþ 1;�yþ 1;�zþ 1; iv ¼ �x;�yþ 1;�z.
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was measured with a Bruker BNM 200 gaussmeter and the
frequency inside the cavity was determined using a
Hewlett-Packard 5352B microwave frequency counter.
Magnetic measurements on powdered sample were per-
formed in the temperature range 5.0–300K, using a
Quantum Design MPMS-7 SQUID magnetometer. The
magnetic field was 1000Oe, a value in the range of linear
dependence of magnetization vs. magnetic field, even at
5.0K.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Thermal study

The thermal decomposition curve reveals, between 250
and 350 1C, a continuous weight loss of approximately
29.0. This result can be attributed to the simultaneous loss
of the piperazinium dication and the fluorine ions present
in the compound (calc. 29.7). After this process a weight
loss of approximately 5% occurs in the 350–500 1C range.
This loss suggests the existence of condensation of the
hydrogen-arsenate/phosphate oxoanions, and a partial
decomposition of these oxoanions, together with a
sublimation process, giving rise to As2O3 and/or As2O5/
P2O5 [10e]. The X-ray diffraction patterns of the residues
obtained from the thermogravimetric analysis at 800 1C
show the presence of peaks which can be attributed to the
Fe(AsO4) [P21/n with a ¼ 5:01ð1Þ, b ¼ 8:08ð1Þ, c ¼

7:57ð1Þ Å and b ¼ 104:5ð1Þ1] [19a] and Fe(PO4) [P3121 with
a ¼ b ¼ 5:03ð1Þ, c ¼ 11:23ð1Þ Å] [19b] phases.

The thermal behavior was also studied by using time-
resolved X-ray thermodiffractometry in air atmosphere. A
PHILIPS X’PERT automatic diffractometer (CuKa radia-
tion) equipped with a variable-temperature stage (Paar
Physica TCU2000) with a Pt sample holder was used in the
experiment. The powder patterns were recorded in 2y steps
of 0.021 in the 5p2yp451 range, counting for 1s per step
and increasing the temperature at 5 1Cmin�1 from room
temperature up to 800 1C. The results are given in Fig. 2.
The compound is stable up to approximately 300 1C, and
the intensity of the monitored (100) peak at 2y ¼ 10:8,
remains practically unchanged. After this temperature the
decomposition of the compound gives rise to an amor-
phous phase between 300 and 540 1C. This result indicates
the collapse of the crystal structure with the calcination of
the organic cation and the loss of the fluoride anions. The
thermodiffractograms performed above 540 1C show the
peaks corresponding to Fe(PO4) [19b]. From 690 to 800 1C
the simultaneous presence of Fe(PO4) [19b] and Fe(AsO4)
is observed [19a]. In the case of the related
(C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAsO4)2(AsO4)F5] phase [20] diffraction
peaks appear in the range 525–595 1C, corresponding to a
new trigonal Fe(AsO4) phase, which is isostructural with
Fe(PO4) [21]. The unit-cell parameters of this new
polymorph of Fe(AsO4) have been determined from the
Rietveld analysis by using the structural model of the
trigonal Fe(PO4) [20] phase and the FULPROOF program
[22]. The refined parameters are a ¼ b ¼ 5:122ð4Þ,
c ¼ 11:535ð1Þ, V ¼ 262:1 Å3 and Z ¼ 3, with the P3121
space group.
3.2. Structural description

(C4H12N2)1.5[Fe3(HAsO4)1.02(HPO4)0.98(AsO4)0.88(PO4)0.12
F5] shows a layered structure constructed from [Fe3
(HAsO4)1.02(HPO4)0.98(AsO4)0.88(PO4)0.12F5]

3� inorganic she-
ets extended in the (100) plane (Fig. 3a). The piperazinium
dications are located in the interlayer space. The anionic
charge of the inorganic skeleton is compensated by the
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Fig. 2. Thermodiffractogram showing the peaks of the Fe(PO4)
&, and Fe(AsO4)

* phases.
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organic dications, which also establish hydrogen bonds with
the inorganic fragment.

The layers are formed from chains built by vertex-
sharing Fe(1)O4F2 and Fe(2)O3F3 octahedra, running
along the c-axis, and the edge-sharing Fe(3)2O6F4 dimeric
entities (Fig. 3b). The chains and the Fe(3)2O6F4 dimmeric
units are connected through the X(1)O4-arsenate/phos-
phate and HOX(3)O3-hydrogenarsenate/phosphate anions.
Two types of cavities can be distinguished in the structure:
(i) Cavities of six-members delimited by one Fe(2)O3F3 and
two Fe(1)O4F2 octahedra, belonging to the chains, which
are linked through the X(1)O4 and HOX(3)O3 groups to
the Fe(3)O3F3 octahedron from the Fe(3)2O6F4 dimers; (ii)
Cavities of eight-members formed by two Fe(2)O3F3 and
two Fe(3)O3F3 octahedra linked in alternate way by the
X(1)O4 and HOX(3)O3 anions. The piperazinium dications
are located inside of both types of cavities, which gives rise
to channels in the [100] direction by stacking of the layers.

In the chains, the Fe(1) cation from the Fe(1)O4F2

octahedra is bonded to the X(1)O4, HOX(2)O3 and
HOX(3)O3 groups, through the O(4), O(7)–O(5)i and
O(10) oxygen atoms with mean length of 1.98(2) Å. The
coordination sphere is completed by the F(1) and F(2)
fluoride ions, bonded at a mean distance of 2.00(1) Å. The
coordination around the Fe(2) cation belonging to the
Fe(2)O3F3 octahedra is established by the O(1)ii, O(6) and
O(11) atoms, from the X(1)O4, HOX(2)O3 and HOX(3)O3

anions, with a mean distance of 1.96(2) Å. The F(1),
F(2)ii and F(3) ions exhibit mean bond length with the
Fe(2) cations of 1.99(5) Å. The cis-O/F–Fe(1)/Fe(2)–O/F
angles are in the 86.3(1)–95.7(1)1 and 82.3(1)–97.5(1)1
range, respectively, whereas the trans-O/F–Fe(1)/Fe(2)–O/F
angles deviate from the ideal value by approximately 51.
The distortion of these polyhedra, from an octahedron
(D ¼ 0) to a trigonal prism (D ¼ 1), calculated by
quantification of the Muetterties and Guggenberger
description [23] is D ¼ 0:012 and 0.013 for the octahedra
belonging to the Fe(1) and Fe(2) cations, respectively.
These values indicate a topology near to octahedron.
In the Fe(3)O3F3 octahedra from the dimmers, the Fe(3)

ions are bonded to the O(2)iii and O(3) from the X(1)O4

arsenate/phosphate and to the O(9)ii atom from the
HOX(3)O3 hydrogen-arsenate/phosphate, with mean bond
length of 1.97(4) Å. The F(4), F(4)iii and F(5) ions complete
the coordination sphere of this cation with a mean distance
of 1.98(9) Å. The cis-O/F–Fe(3)–O/F angles range from
83.7(1) to 94.2(1)1, and the trans-O/F–Fe(2)–O/F angles
deviate approximately 91 from the ideal value. The
distortion of this polyhedron, from an octahedron
(D ¼ 0) to a trigonal prism (D ¼ 1), is D ¼ 0:031, greater
than those corresponding to the Fe(1)O4F2 and Fe(2)O3F3

polyhedra, and indicates an octahedral geometry [23].
The arsenic and phosphorus atoms adopt tetrahedral

coordination. The mean value of the As/P–O bond lengths
in the As(1)0.88P(1)0.12O4 arsenate/phosphate anions is
1.671(9) Å. This bond distance is slightly higher than that
found for the H–O(8)–As(2)0.38P(2)0.62O3 and H–O(12)–
As(3)0.64P(3)0.36O3 hydrogen-arsenate/phosphate anions of
1.59(1) and 1.65(2) Å, respectively, as corresponds to a
higher amount of arsenate anion in the X(1)O4 groups. The
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Fig. 3. (a) Polyhedral view of the layered crystal structure. (b) Polyhedral

representation of a layer.
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O–As/P–O angles in these oxoanions are near to the ideal
value expected for a sp3 hybridization of the central atom
in the arsenate and phosphate anions. The mean bond
lengths of the XO4 and HOXO3 tetrahedra of the arsenate/
phosphate and arsenate phases follow a linear relation with
respect to the amount of arsenic or phosphorus present in
these oxoanions (see Fig. 4) indicating that the substitution
of arsenic by phosphate has taken place for all the phases.

The bond distances and angles in the piperazinium
dication are in the range habitually found for this molecule
[21]. The H–O(8)–As(2)0.38P(2)0.62O3 and H–O(12)–
As(3)0.64P(3)0.36O3 hydrogen-arsenate/phosphate anions
establish hydrogen bonds with F(3) and O(2) atoms
belonging to the Fe(2)O3F3 and Fe(3)O3F3 octahedra at
2.481(1) Å and 2.698(1) Å, respectively. Moreover, the
organic cation forms mono-, bi- and tri-furcated hydrogen
bonds through the nitrogen atoms with the fluorine and
oxygen coordinated to the metallic ions. The hydrogen
bond distances are N(3)–H(13N)?O(11), 2.48(1) Å;
N(2)H(22N)?O(3),O(9), 1.89(1), 2.57(1) Å, and
N(2)–H(12N)?F(1),F(2),F(3), 2.05(1), 2.49(1), 2.53(1) Å.
The layers show values for the Fe(1)–F(1)–Fe(2) and

Fe(1)–F(2)–Fe(2)i angles along the chains of 133.4(1)1,
130.9(1)1. In the Fe(3)2O6F4 dimeric entities the
Fe(3)iii–F(4)–Fe(3) angle is 101.0(1)1. The connection
between the Fe(1), Fe(2) and Fe(3) metallic cations with
the arsenate-hydrogenarsenate and phosphate-hydrogen-
phosphate anions along the chains and the dimeric entities
takes place via oxygen atoms with X–O–M angles ranging
from 125.1(2) to 140.9(2)1.

3.3. IR, Raman and UV–visible spectroscopies

The results of the IR and Raman spectra and the
assignment of bands are given in Table 4. The more
characteristic bands corresponding to the vibrations of the
piperazinium cation, arsenate/phosphate and hydrogen-
arsenate/phosphate oxoanions are observed in the spectra.
The positions of these bands are similar to those observed
for other related arsenate and phosphate compounds
[5c,10g,10h,10i,24].
The diffuse reflectance spectrum exhibits bands at

13 820, 18 880, 23 860 and 26 930 cm�1. The intensity of
these bands is weak as expected for the spin forbidden
transitions between the ground state 6A1g(

6S) and the
excited levels 4T1g(

4G); 4T2g(
4G); 4A1g(

4G), 4Eg(
4G) and

4T2g(
4D) of a d5-high spin cation in regular octahedral

symmetry [25]. The Dq and Racah (B and C) parameters
were calculated by using the energy expressions for an
iron(III) high spin cation in octahedral geometry. The
values obtained are Dq ¼ 1005 cm�1, B ¼ 1020 cm�1 and
C ¼ 2725 cm�1. These results are in the range habitually
found for the iron(III) cation in a slightly distorted
octahedral environment [25]. The reduction of the B-
parameter value respect to that of the free ion (1150 cm�1)
is approximately 89%, suggesting a covalent character of
the Fe–O, F chemical bonds.

3.4. ESR and magnetic properties

The ESR spectra have been recorded on powdered
sample at X-band between 4.2 and 300K (Fig. 5).
The spectra remain unchanged upon cooling the sample

from room temperature to approximately 90K. Below this
temperature the linewidth of the spectrum broadens up to
approximately 45K. When the sample is additionally
cooled the linewidth of the spectrum narrows and its
intensity increases vigorously. The isotropic signals ob-
served in the 290–15K range change their line-shape below
10K and the resonance becomes less symmetrical. The
resonances at 10 and 4K are centered at 243.5 and
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Table 4

Selected bands (values in cm�1) from the IR and Raman spectra

Assignment IR Raman

n (–NH2)
+ 3140 (s) 3020 (m)

n (–CH2–) 2920–2600 (w) 2980–2900 (w)

d (–NH2)
+ 1590 (m) 1595 (w)

d (–CH2–) 1400–1200 (w) 1500–1400 (m)

nas (PO4) 1110,1050,1025 (s) 1095,1040,1010 (w)

ns (PO4) 995 (m) 995 (w)

das (PO4) 620,580 (m) 620,610 (w)

nas (AsO4) 905,865,800 (s) 880,845,810 (s)

ns (AsO4) 745 (m) 745 (w)

das (AsO4) 500,445 (m) 530,440 (m)

d (HOAs) 1230 (w) 1045 (m)

d (HOP) 1475 (w) 1390 (s)

n ¼ stretching, d ¼ deformation, s ¼ symmetric, as ¼ asymmetric,

s ¼ strong, m ¼ medium, w ¼ weak.
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215.8mT, respectively, with g-values of 2.73(1) and 3.11(1),
as a consequence of the higher internal field that shifts the
signal from its usual value of 1.99(1) as expected for an
iron(III) cation octahedrically coordinated. These features
are probably due to a ferromagnetic resonance phenom-
enon, as was observed in other similar systems [26].

The thermal variations of the intensity and the linewidth
of the signals have been calculated by fitting the experi-
mental spectra to Lorentzian curves (Fig. 6).

The intensity increases slightly from room temperature
to approximately 50K. Below this temperature the
intensity of the signals increases vigorously. The linewidth
of the ESR signals slightly increases in the 300–100K
temperature range, as a consequence of the dipolar
homogeneous broadening [27]. When the temperature is
further decreased the linewidth increases vigorously due to
a strong spin correlation [27], and reaches a maximum at
approximately 40K. From this temperature up to approxi-
mately 20K the linewidth of the signals narrows, and they
broaden again below this temperature. This later broad-
ening is probably due to an effect of integration of the
signals, caused by the large linewidth of the curves at low
temperatures. The narrowing of the ESR signals, the
strong increase of their intensities and the large displace-
ment of the g-tensor from its usual value of 2.0 for
the iron(III) cation, observed in this compound in the
40–15K range, can be related to the existence in the phases
of a ferromagnetic resonance phenomenon as described
before.
Variable-temperature magnetic susceptibility measure-

ments were performed on a powdered sample in the
300–5.0K temperature range. Fig. 7 shows the thermal
evolution of the wm vs. T curve. wm increases from room
temperature with decreasing temperature and reaches a
maximum at 8.5K, indicating that a magnetic ordering is
established at this temperature. After that, the suscept-
ibility slightly decreases until 5K. The thermal evolution of
wm follows the Curie–Weiss law at temperatures higher
than 100K, with Cm ¼ 13:52 cm3 K=mol and y ¼ �95:8K.
Moreover, the wmT vs. T product (see Fig. 7) decreases
from 10.50 cm3K/mol at room temperature up to
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Fig. 5. Powder X-band ESR spectra at different temperatures.
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4.90 cm3K/mol at 40.0K. However, at lower temperatures
an abrupt increase is observed with a maximum at 13.4K.
After this temperature the wmT curve again decreases up to
5K. These results indicate the existence of a ferrimagnetic
behavior, which can take place due to the incomplete
compensation of the magnetic moments of the Fe(1)O4F2,
Fe(2)O3F3 and Fe(3)O3F3 sublattices.
In order to study the ferromagnetic contributions

magnetization measurements were carried out. The varia-
tion of the magnetization with the magnetic field at
5K shows a small hysteresis loop in which the values
of the coercive field and remanent magnetization are,
approximately, 16Oe and 55 emu/mol, respectively (see
inset in Fig. 8). Furthermore, as can be seen in Fig. 6
the magnetization curve practically reaches the saturation
at, approximately, 26 000 emu/mol at 6T. This value
corresponds to 4.65 electrons, close to the five electrons
corresponding to a high spin iron(III) cation completely
magnetized. These results confirm the existence of a
ferromagnetic contribution intrinsic to the sample [28].

4. Concluding remarks

The crystal structure of the mixed arsenate/phosphate
phase, solved by X-ray single crystal data, reveals a layered
structure. The characterization by IR spectroscopy shows
the simultaneous existence of the arsenate/hydrogenarse-
nate and phosphate/hydrogenphosphate anions. The Dq, B

and C parameters are characteristic of high spin iron(III)
cations. The ESR spectra indicate the presence of
ferromagnetic resonance. The isotropic spectra become
less symmetrical at low temperatures. The g-value move
from the 1.99(1) usual value for an iron(III) octahedrically
coordinated cation into greater values. Magnetic measure-
ments are consistent with a ferrimagnetic behavior. The
small hysteresis loop shows a value of 16Oe for the
coercive field, whereas the remanent magnetizations is of
55 emul/mol.
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